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the Xorman dukes had always been considerable. He
rewarded his faithful servants, such as the arbalist
Paviot, who had done yeoman service at Chateau
Gaillard, and his marshal Henry Clement, to whom he
gave the castle of Argentan. He took minute interest
in the affairs of Xorman churches and communes. He
made frequent visits to his new possessions, and stayed
at Chateau Gaillard, at Gisors, and Evreux, and the
people began to be accustomed to the sight of their
sovereign. He strove too to become more closely con-
cerned with the affairs of the outlying states, such as
Ponthieu and Boulogne. In September 1208 he ratified
a marriage alliance between those two states, and three
months later he intervened in a dispute between the
count of Ponthieu and the bishop of Amiens. The
charters of these years show a continued process of
absorption and consolidation of the new lands.
When the truce expired neither party was anxious to
resume the war. Philip had enough on his hands at
home, and the Albigensian crusade, which he watched
with such astute prudence, promised a more favourable
and less costly opportunity for enlarging his dominions
than any that a war with the English king could afford.
John meanwhile was getting deeper and deeper into the
mire, and all to the profit of the French king. His
tyranny was causing many of the barons to seek refuge
under Philip's protection. Innocent in 1212 began
to appeal to the king whom he had so long banned,
to take arms against the tyrant who was now under his
anathema. When at length the sentence of deposition
was pronounced against the English king, it was to France
that the pope looked for the execution of the sentence.